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e EMERGENT MOBILITIES:
EPEIRIQ ) REFRACTIONS FROM RURAL CHINA

Speaker
Ellen R. Judd

Distinguished Professor,
Emerita Department of Anthropology University of Mafifdba, canads
Research Fields:

The ethnography of rural and migrant China; kinship, relatedness and

spractices of care, c ion and conflict; inequality and
cultural i i and  social
ion; agrarian social ization; mobility
Abstract

How might we reimagine mobility as our world is transformed by migration
arising from and interacting with multiplicities of profound change? How is
* sociality being reconceptualized and recreated in scales ranging from the
global and national to the immediacies of community and family? This paper
will depart from a methodological metaphor of refraction to explore what
anthropology and ethnography in particular can offer to address these issues.
.7 The approach taken, drawing upon practice theory, will examine the
dynamics through which structures of sociality are continuously and
= creatively remade and articulated in everyday life and its conceptualization
.- through an economy of logic. It will do so through specific reference to
ethnographic research conducted in three rural sending and two
~ metropolitan receiving communities in south China. Particular illustrative
: attention will be given to gendered mobnh(y and to family models, strategies
£ and i ions. The ience of China through three
decades of massive peacetime mlgranon is of unique interest in what it offers.
toward engaging global processes, and toward comparative and theoretical
exploration of fundamental properties of human mobility and sociality.
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