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1. Main text

Displacements caused by conflict, violence and disasters have been rising in the past
decade from 3.5 million people being internally displaced due to conflict and
violence, and 15 million persons by disasters in 2011, to 9.8 and 30.7 million,
respectively in 2020 (IDMC, 2021). Since the outbreak of the civil war in Syria in
2011, the media and academics have often mentioned climate change as a key driver
of civil unrest and consequently of forced displacement and migration in the region
(Ash and Obradovich, 2020, Ide, 2018). The 2014-2016 drought in Central America,
which led to food insecurity, loss of livelihoods and conflict, is also cited as a driver
of the migrant caravan from this region in 2018 (Puscas and Escribano, 2018). While
the causal link between climate change, conflict and migration is theoretically

plausible, very little empirical evidence on the topic is available.
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